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Presidentôs Message 
 

As I write this, there is a warm-

ing trend for Minot, and frankly, 

Iôm ready.  Minus 26 just is too 

harsh for me.  Maybe someday, 

Eileen and I will travel ósouthô 

for the winter, but not quite yet! 

 

Dickinson was a good time on the 9th of Jan with a 

few awards being presented to Cruiser members.  

First of all a BIG congratulations to Colin & Mar-

lan St Croix for receiving the top honors with the 

ô32 Ford roadster as the 2009 NDSRA Pick of the 

Year!  WOW, what an accomplishment with a 

beautiful car.  And Ken & Evelyn Holand won a 

safety award for having a good, solid, consistently 

safety passing, Chevy Street Rod.  Itôs always nice 

to pass out awards of this nature.  Congratula-

tions! 

The ñGarage Tour, Dinner and a Movieò event 

came off without a hitch.  Betty Trzpuc and Kurt 

Smith had everything in order for a nice event.  

We toured some nice garages and saw a quite a few 

nice projects.  Itôs always nice to see clean, fully 

functional, neat, well organized shops and garages 

on these types of tours.  I know it takes a few 

hours, or a few days, in some cases, to have them 

ready, but it is worth it!!  Thanks to everyone for 

participating ð  Curt Renfrow , Stan Saylor & 

Andy, George Peterson, the Lesmeister family and 

Don Ladner.  

Our new Newsletter Editor is none other than my 

step-son, John LeBlanc, who lives in Dickinson.  

He has his own little óresumeô elsewhere in this 

letter, but I wanted to thank him for stepping up 

to the plate and taking on the task.  He is truly 

qualified!!!  We can only make this letter as good 

as our inputs.  Please send us yours. 

We are going electronic with the vast majority of 

you with this newsletter, soon.  Less than 70 folks 

replied that they wanted it óhard-copy-mailed to 

themô, so this is going to be most beneficial to all.  

If you do want it hard copy, feel free to let me 

know so we can mail it to you in the future.  On 

the web site, this whole newsletter is in color.  

Thanks for helping the Dakota Cruisers ñGo 

Greenò!!! 

The Wild About Wheels Car Show put on by NO-

DAK Race Club has been moved up to later in the 

winter to the March weekend of the 20th and 21st, 

with the 19th as the move-in day.  They should 

have a better chance of good weather and it is the 

weekend of the Class ñBò basketball tournament 

in Minot, so between games, guess where some 

parents and spectators will go ð you got it!!!  

Good Luck to NODAK on this.  All vehicles are 

welcome, if you can get them out of storage, and 

as usual, there is no entry fee.  Letôs hope for 

great weather!! 

 

Well, I am going to sign off for now.  Be safe and 

remember the slogan:  ñTake a Kid To A Car 

Showò when you come to Wild About Wheels. 

                                                                                                                               

      George 
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Member Profile 

February, 2010 

This month Iôd like to spotlight Don Ladner and his wife, 

Diane.  Don came to Minot in 1963 with the United States 

Air Force.  Hailing from Aberdeen, South Dakota, the cold 

weather did not seem to scare Don away from Minot---

especially when he met his wife of 42 years, Diane.   She is 

from Minot originally.  They met one day on Main Street in 

Minot, and thatôs all it took!   They have three sons Mark, 

Dave, and Scott.  With two ó56 Chevies and one ó55 Chevy, 

they each have their own to enjoy. 

Don, owner of Donôs Restoration, just South of Minot, has 

built numerous cars from nothingðfrom scratch!  He is 

extremely talented when it comes to sheet metal and can do 

just about anything that he sets his mind to.  He can chop a 

top of a car and make it look really cool.  I asked Don:  

ñWhere did you get that roof on the ô32 Ford?ò  Don says:  

ñIt is from a ô66 Ford Pick-up truck roof that I cut out and 

welded in.  It gives it a nice look and itôs more rigid.ò  Wow, 

now I couldnôt begin to do that. He recently finished a 1957 

Chevy Bel Air two door hard-top that is absolutely ódrop-

dead gorgeousô!  It is as nice as any 1957 on the road today.  

Don is always busy and usually has one car he is doing for 

himself and one for a customer.  Right now, he is doing a 

1958 Corvette for himself and a ó56 Chevy two door hard-

top for Gary Volk.  He is able to work on one for a day or 

so, then switch over to the other car and really can get a lot 

accomplished. 

Back in November last year, we had a club luncheon at 

Donôs shop and we helped him set the Corvette body on the 

finished chassis for him.  Never hurts to have 9 or 10 guys 

lifting the fiberglass body onto a freshly restored chassis of 

a Corvette -- seems better than lifting the body with a sling 

because of the strength of the fiberglassðand any weak 

points.  Don surely knows how to do it! 

Another thing I admire about Don is his ókeep-abilityô!  

What is that?  Well, Don tends to hang onto his cars-- espe-

cially the ones that he has built himself.  It has been 34 years 

since he built his yellow ô34 Ford coupe and 15 years for his 

red ô32 coupeé.not to mention the 55 and 56ôs that his sons 

have and the recently completed ô57 Chevy mentioned ear-

lier.  They are all still around and NOT FOR SALE! 

Diane and Don have been members of the North Dakota 

Street Rod Association since its inception, and also members 

since the Dakota Cruisers started back in 1994.  They both 

are willing to help out at car shows or activities that come 

along throughout the year.  Diane likes to join in where she 

can, but if it is cold out---fuhgedaboutit!  And, speaking about 

keep-ability, congratulations to both Don and Diane for 

keeping togetheréthis year they will celebrate their 42nd 

wedding anniversary!  Congratulations to both of them and 

keep up the good work. 

      George 

 

 


