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Presidentôs Message 
Well, January will prove to be a great 

month for all of us who love this car 

hobby!  Starting out with the monthly 

meeting on the 6th at the Vegas.  We will 

have the new officers and Board mem-

bers all in place by then.  They are ex-

cited about having the opportunity to 

serve the Club. 

Then on the 9
th

 of Jan, we move to Dick-

inson for the NDSRA annual meeting 

and Christmas party.  The garage tours should be really neat 

because the Dickenson Club, the Prairie Cruisers, has a lot of 

building activity always going on and we get to see it all!  

Also, remember if you are an NDSRA member, please mail 

in your ballot for your NDSRA ñPickò for 2009 Street Rod of 

the Year.  Only ballots in the newsletter are accepted.  You 

can not duplicate them, so only one vote per newsletter, but 

please mail them in.  Dakota Cruiser members Stan & 

Sharon Orness, Colin & Marlan St Croix, and Don Tucker 

are in the running for this honor, so please vote for your fa-

vorite.  All ópickô cars are in the running from all summer. 

Then itôs on to our ñGarage Tour, Dinner & A Movieò event 

at the Sleep Inn on the 16th of January.  Times to be an-

nounced.  Cost is only $20 for the tour and a meal & the 

movie, or just $5 for the tour only.  This activity will be a 

tribute to the late Wendelin Lesmeisterða long time friend 

and Life Time member of the Dakota Cruisers.  See my com-

ments in another part of this newsletter. 

On the 23rd of Jan is the Jamestown car Show and we will be 

selling our raffle tickets at this event.  If you can commit 

some time to help sell these tickets that would be great. Just 

let me know.  Also, in Mandan on the 22nd and 23rd, there is 

the ñCabin Feverò show .  I will have fliers for that show at 

the January meeting. 

The club is still looking for a newsletter editor.  This message 

and newsletter is being put together by me this time with a 

little help from my friends, so if I can do it, anybody can!  

Please help out. 

 
 

Iôm looking forward to another great year for the Dakota 

Cruisers.  We had a banner one for 2009, it being our 15th.  

Two Thousand and Ten can be equally as good and even 

better if you are ready, willing and able to join in.  In the 

past, I know some of you have been less than satisfied with 

some decisions that were made, but letôs look ahead and 

move on.  This car hobby is too wonderful for you to be left 

out.  I think, as a club, we are probably the strongest and 

most active of any around.  We have 191 Lifetime Members 

and the total usually hovers around 325 for a membership 

number.  That isnôt bad! 

So in summation, letôs see some old and some new faces 

around the Club and its activities this summerðwe miss 

you.  We have some exciting runs planned and the burgers 

and dogs will be flowing freely! 

Thanks again to Marlan St Croix for doing such a óbang-up 

jobô with the newsletter in the past.  Her work has taken the 

club in the positive direction that I had hoped it would. 

Thanks!!!  

George 
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Donald ñPò Tuckerénow here is a guy!   Don would do 

anything for anybody---just about any time, but donôt call 

his house before 9 in the morning!  (midnight is OK, but not 

before 9 am!)  Iôve known Don since the early 80ôs I sup-

pose, but our friendship has grown throughout the years to 

be a pretty good one.  Hereôs the story: 

Don came to Minot with the United States Air Force in Jun 

of 1984.  He was a munitions man and a good supervisor 

who stood up for his troops.  However, after 20 years of Un-

cle Sam, it was time to retire, and Minot became his home.  

He always threatensðñI wonôt spend another Winter in this 

God-Forsaken stateò (because of the extreme temperatures), 

but heôs still here.  Donôs a little rough around the edges, 

but under that shell, heôs a little pussy cat!   He loves kids, 

and is always willing to chip in a few bucks when a charity 

needs financial help. 

He grew up in a little town in southern Missouri called Ava.  

Not many people around, but with that area also came some 

old cars that happened to climb into his collection.  His 

claim to fame is the fact that he has a collection of all the 

models of the 1955 Bel Air cars that were made.  Starting 

with a 55 convertible (red & ivory), a 55 Nomad (turquoise 

& white), a 55 Bel Air two door sedan (all red), a 55 two 

door hard-top (orange & white), a 55 two-ten two door se-

dan (all yellow) and he is just starting on a new 55 Bel Air 4 

door sedan (to be turquoise & white).  He numerous other 

cars but two of his collection are special in that he has done 

the yellow  Bel Air for his daughter, óSamô, and a red ô67 

Chevelle that  his son, óVernô, has out in California.  His 

love of the cars he has restored has extended to these two 

who appreciate the quality of the restoration and the fact 

that ñDad did this for meò concept.   

Don has been a member of the Dakota Cruisers since its 

inception and loves to travel with the group.  Not always 

ówith the groupô, but loves to travel.  A lot of times he will 

be at the end of the pack, and before itôs all said & done, 

heôs right behind the leader, or even farther ahead than the 

leader.  Diane Ladner gets such a kick out of Don.  Sheôll be 

cruising with her husband, Don, coming back from a picnic 

and old Donald óPô Tucker will come flying by like they are 

standing still!  When she gets to see him again, she is just 

floored as to how fast he was going.  Don just laughs! 

Most of his cars have 350 engines in them because he is not 

a Chevy óbig blockô guy.  The Nomad, has a 2000 Corvette 

LS-1 motor in it, and it appears to be the most powerful.  He  

   

 

 

runs a part time business out of his 1 stall garage, but is al-

ways busy.  Light mechanical repairs; but one unique thing 

about Don is his ability to take a piece of stainless from a ve-

hicle under restoration, hammer out the dents, straighten the 

bad curve, sand, polish, buff, and return it to  a more beauti-

ful lusterô than it was originally.  He has acquired a reputa-

tion of doing stainless restoration almost to perfection.  His 

goal, when doing this type of work, is to have someone ask 

him:  ñis that stainless or chromeò? 

Don has a lot of friends all over the country and he can get 

about anything accomplished that he sets his sights on.  He 

has a knack for finding ódealsô on things that are almost im-

possible to latch on to.  For instance, when he was restoring 

the 55 Nomad, the die cast parts (6 pieces that start on the 

doors and end as óeye browsô over the headlights) are ex-

tremely hard to find and very expensive when you do find 

themé.well he not only found the set that is on his Nomad, 

but has a complete set óas a spareô! 

His love of cars doesnôt stop there.  When he was in stationed 

in Germany, he had numerous Mercedes and Volkswagons, 

but now he has found and has in his possession, a 1973 Volks-

wagon bug óconvertibleô.  Weôll see that rolling around the 

town next summer, I presume.   However, no small block 

Chevy engine will be pushing that along the highways, so 

Diane, you are safe in assuming that he will not be passing 

you in that! 

Good Luck with all of your car adventures, my friend, and 

next time Iôm going to purposely put you at the end of the 

pack and see if you can really catch upðwithout getting a 

speeding ticket!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

George Masters , President Dakota Cruisers  

 
 

 


